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Editorial 

Welcome to the twenty-eighth edition of these electronic newsletters.  With more content 
in this issue, there is just enough space to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

As always, if you would like to write an article or provide some pictures, send them to 
news@poyntonu3a.org.uk. 

Poynton u3a Update 

Christmas Meeting ςTuesday 21st December 

Remember that if you would like to attend the Christmas Meeting you MUST purchase a 
ticket (£2 - members only) and this has to be reserved in advance.  Please let me know if 
you would like a ticket, which can be paid for and picked up on the day.  It promises to be 
an entertaining afternoon with a performance from Joel Wilding (singing) whom some of 
you may have seen before at local events, a Christmas Quiz, a Crossword puzzle and a 
raffle, not to mention festive nibbles.  Please email me on enquiries@poyntonu3a.org.uk to 
reserve your seat. 

Jayne Barnes 

Poynton u3a Membership Renewal  

What is the membership fee for 2022?  

After consideration, the Committee has decided that the fee for Poynton u3a renewals for 
2022 will remain at £5 for the whole year.  Our £5 fee just pays for the per capita fee which 
ǿŜ Ǉŀȅ ǘƻ άIŜŀŘ hŦŦƛŎŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ϻп ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀŎƻƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŦŜŜ όϻм ǇŜǊ 
member).  Any additional costs this year will be taken from our reserves.  

Remember your current membership expires on December 31, 2021. You need to send off 
your renewal before taking part in any activities in 2022. 

However, to allow for any vagaries in the postal system, your 2021 membership card will be 
accepted as proof of membership during the month of January. 

We thank you for supporting our efforts during 2021 and hope that you will continue to do 
so in 2022. 
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How do I renew my membership? 

In order to prevent long congested queues developing to renew your membership, there 
will at present be no renewals processing in the Council Chamber in January.  Renewals will 
be accepted by post or drop-off only (see below). 

No membership cards will be issued at General Meetings. 

The preferred method of payment is by cheque.  If this is not possible, use cash. 

Send  

1. Your name(s) and membership number(s) 
2. Stamped addressed envelope (SAE) 
3. Cheque for £5 made payable to Poynton U3A or cash 

to Poynton u3a Membership Secretary, Cecilia Storr-Best, at 62 Clarendon Road, Hazel 
Grove SK7 4NS. 

To save yourself a stamp, you can use a drop-off point in Poynton.  The list of addresses can 
be obtained by emailing the Membership Secretary as indicated below. 

 Renewals requests left at these addresses will be forwarded to the Membership Secretary 
for her to process. 

You can also drop your renewal off at a General Meeting but in all cases remember to 
enclose a SAE. 

If there are any changes to your membership details, please ensure these are included as 
well.  Members with a printer can use the form on the next page.  If you have no access to a 
printer, the details requested may be written by hand and enclosed with the fee and SAE.  

Without a SAE, you will not receive a membership card. 

If you cannot use the above system for whatever reason and you want to renew, please 
contact the Membership Secretary by email (membership@poyntonu3a.org.uk) or 
telephone (0161 285 8582). 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:membership@poyntonu3a.org.uk


Poynton   News 13th Dec 2021 

 

 Page 3 Registered Charity 1147261 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

General Meetings 2022 

Below are the events planned for 2022.  We will have a speaker unless otherwise stated 

5ƛƴŜǊǎΩ /ƭǳō 

The DinŜǊǎΩ /ƭǳō met for the first time since lockdown to enjoy a meal at Ciao Restaurant 
Poynton.  Seventeen members enjoyed the good food and company.  It was great to get 
together again with old and new friends. 

The next meal will not be until February next year.  Details will be announced at the January 
meeting. 

Norma Shreeve 

 

January 18th The Golden Age of Radio Roger Browne and his piano 

February 15th 
Development of Work from Paper to 
Wood, Mixed Media and Textiles 

Nikki Parmenter 

March 15th                                                                     AGM 

April 19th Hearing Dogs Christine and Hearing Dog Jessie 

May 17th North West Air Ambulance Victor Crawford 

June 21st Medieval Salt Making in Cheshire Tony Bostock 

July 19th The Life of a Magistrate Lynn Moores and colleague Nick 

August 16th Humanitarian Talk Jim Holmes   (Photographer) 

September 20th 
The Building of The Manchester Ship 
Canal 

TBA 

October 18th The Sixties Decade or Decadence Frank Vigon 

November 15th The Natural History of Christmas Dr Michael Leach (Wildlife Photographer)  

December 20th                                                          Christmas Meeting 

Poynton u3a Membership Renewal Form       Subscription for 2022 is £5.00 
Memberships expire at the end of December.  To continue to enjoy the activities run by Poynton u3a you need to 
renew your membership by January 31st 2022 by post using the following form. 

Title ____   First name _____________ Family name ___________________________ Membership no. _______ 

Please list any changes to your contact details (including changes to your email address) :-   
 
Please post this form with a stamped self-addressed envelope and a cheque for £5.00 (made payable to Poynton U3A) to 
Poynton u3a Membership Secretary, 62 Clarendon Road, Hazel Grove SK7 4NS.  
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Bird Watching Group ς Etherow Country Park 

Fifteen members arrived on an overcast but mild morning for a walk round this attractive 
country park which in the wide variety of autumn colours was quite stunning.  The river 
Etherow was in full flow and the waterfall at the end of the park was in full spate making a 
spectacular sight but not ideal for the bird life, although we did see one heron. 

 
 

Spot the heron! 

The lake provided a variety of bird life, mainly more common species in large numbers but 
especially noteworthy were six tufted ducks and a pochard with a stunning red eye which 
most obligingly swam right up to us.  We were told by a local birder it had only arrived 
overnight. 

Further up the Park we came across our first mandarins, and later found a feeding site with 
around 30 birds and later another with some 20.  Etherow is a stronghold for these exotic 
birds with around 80 thought to be present making it one of the country's best sites for 
these birds. 

  

Life has gone full circle in some ways and our next outing was on the morning of Friday 10th 
December to Riverside Park in Macclesfield (the venue of our last outing before lockdown 
started last year). 

Peter Owen and Peter Kirk 
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Photography Group 

Between late October and early December, the photography group went on a couple of 
outings.  First of all, we visited the Museum of Science and Industry in Manchester where 
we photographed some of the machinery.  We also visited Buxton where members 
captured some interesting scenes which they then sought to present with a nostalgic 
flavour. 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƛǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ tŜǘŜǊ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ǎǇƛŘŜǊǎΩ ǿŜōǎΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ 
us devoted some time around gardens and hedgerows, cameras in hand, on dewy mornings 
in search of sticky nets sometimes with their host arachnids, poised ready to intercept 
passing flies. 

Here are a range of photographs spanning the topics mentioned above, sometimes at 
different times and in different locations. 

   
 

   
 

   

Keith Batchelor 
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MembersΩ Contributions 

My Bus Pass Adventure 

L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ тлǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘΦ  I decided 
to travel using my bus pass whenever possible and to extend my trip to two weeks.  (N.B. I 
ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ŦŀŎŜ ƳŀǎƪǎΧύ 

I researched the journey to London and decided, in order to avoid an overnight stop on the 
way, to get the 199 bus to Manchester Airport and a Megabus to London Victoria.  While in 
the capital I stayed in a very nice hostel and took in a musical - ά!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ DƻŜǎέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Barbican.  I ǎŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ Ǌƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDƻŘǎέΣ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŎƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
single lady, and thoroughly enjoyed the show.  The next day I jumped on a boat along the 
Thames and had my first trip on the Emirates Airline Cable Car across the Thames.  

I then travelled to Portsmouth on a National Express bus and caught the catamaran to 
Ryde.  I used my bus pass to get to my b&b in Sandown, and then again to get to Ventnor 
ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƻǊȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǘŜŀΦ  I had a lovely 12 mile coastal walk the next day 
from Sandown to Ryde, and bussed it back. 

   
Travelling light! Emirates Airline Cable Car Portsmouth Harbour 

   

Bembridge Harbour, Isle of Wight The Great Tower 
Christchurch 

The Jurassic Coastal Walk near 
Swanage 
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After meeting some Morris dancing pals the next morning, I took the bus to Yarmouth and 
the ferry to Lymington, where I caught the bus on to Christchurch.  

After a night in a b&b and a walk around Christchurch I got on the 50 Breezer bus to 
Swanage.  This was a fabulous trip on an open top bus (yes, I used my bus pass!) including 
the Sandbanks/Studland chain ferry. 

I spent a couple of days walking along the Jurassic coastal path before continuing on to 
Salisbury.  This involved going back on the Breezer to Bournemouth and then catching 
another bus the rest of the way. 

After a couple of days exploring the countryside around Salisbury, I decided I wanted more 
seaside walks so I travelled westward.  L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ŀ ōǳǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴ 
ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŀȅΣ ǎƻ L άŎƘŜŀǘŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘƻ ²Ŝǎǘƻƴ-super-Mare.  I enjoyed some 
good coastal walking before rewarding myself with scones, clotted cream and jam on the 
pier, sheltering from the now torrential rain and watching the determined motorcyclists 
take part in the annual beach race. 

From here I decided to visit Tewkesbury, which entailed a series of four buses, via Bristol 
and Cheltenham, but the journey went smoothly with time to wander at each stop. 

After a couple of ŘŀȅǎΩ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŜŀŘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
release my daughter from her cat-feeding duties.  I bit the bullet and took a National 
Express bus back to Manchester city centre, and a final bus pass trip on the good old 192! 

Cecilia Storr-Best 

Christmas Fairy Person 

Every year, since I think 1925 when my parents married, this magical fairy has topped the 
Christmas tree.  I believe that she is both magical and beautiful, although many would not 
agree.  

She was made in Germany with a special number on the back of her head under her hair 
which denotes her origins.  She is made of pottery with arms and legs set out straight and 

   
Old Sarum, Salisbury Grove Park, West-super-Mare Tewkesbury Abbey 


